
Pastors Message 

 

AROUND THE CROSS 

Something I noticed in my first year at Messiah was 
how popular the prayers and candle-lighting around 
the cross are at the start of Wednesday night worship. 
This is partly, no doubt, because lighting candles is fun. 
It may also be that we don’t get many chances to pray 
with our bodies, as we do when we kneel around the 
candle cross. Or it may just be that darkness and si-
lence make us spiritually open in a way that we are not 
in the hustle and bustle of daily life or even a morning 
at church.   

I had this in mind as we decided to take a break this 
year from our long-running tradition of using Holden 
Evening Prayer for Wednesday night worship in Lent. 
This may come as a relief to some people, and it will 
likely disappoint some others. Hopefully most of us will 
be excited to try evening prayer in a new way, at least 
for this year. And what we decided to try in its place is 
another service developed at Holden Village called 
Prayer Around the Cross.   

Evening prayer is one of the oldest forms of Christian 
worship. It is a practice preserved from the Judaism of 
the first disciples. In the earliest days of the church, 
Christians gathered in the morning and in the evening 
for prayer together (praying individually but at the 
same time at noon), as well as on Sunday for the holy 
meal. For well over a thousand years, these evening 
prayers have had a common form: a service of light 
that calls on the presence and aid of Christ and ends 
with a thanksgiving for God’s light; one or more 
psalms; a hymn; one or two readings from Scripture; a 
Biblical hymn, usually Mary’s song from the Gospel of 
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Children’s Ministry 

First Holy Communion instruction is under way.  
We have over 20 students that will be making this 
Sacrament on Saturday, May 6th at 5:00 pm in the 
Sanctuary.  

YOU’RE INVITED to our ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT 
on EASTER Sunday immediately following the late 
service.  We will have over 100 EGGS hidden 
around the church property.  

It is that time of year to start thinking about Vaca-
tion Bible School.  The theme for this year is Maker 
Fun Factory – We were all created by God and built 
for a purpose.  Vacation Bible School Registration 
forms are avail now online, at the Christian Educa-
tion office or in the Gathering area.  Register by 
May 15th for the early bird fee.  

As always, it is such a pleasure working with your 
children.  

Tracy Meyer   
Children’s Ministry Director  
847-526 – 7161 Ext. 14  
Messiah.ce@messiah-wauconda.org  
 
Dates to remember:   

March 5th – Holy Communion instruction starts  

March 19th – Clay Monet (First Holy Communion 
students)  

April 16th – EGG HUNT/EASTER SUNDAY  No Sun-
day School  

April 23rd – VBS Sunday  

May 6th – First Holy Communion  

May 21st – Last Day of Sunday School/End of year 
Celebration  

May 29th – Memorial Day Parade  

June 12-16th – Vacation Bible School 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church is a community of Christians seeking to welcome and connect everyone, make  
disciples of everyone, and share Jesus' love everywhere. 

Calendar 
 
Pathway Calendar  

March 1 – Ash Wednesday – No Pathway – Worship 
at noon and 7:30pm  

March 8 - April 5 – Pathway Small Groups and Len-
ten Worship  

 

March Youth Group Schedule  

5 – Youth Group in the Rock (10:30-noon)  

12 – Youth Group in the Rock (10:30-noon)  

26 – Youth Group in the Rock (10:30-noon)  

 

Children’s Ministry March Dates 

March 5th – Holy Communion instruction starts  

March 19th – Clay Monet (First Holy Communion 
students)  

March 2017 

Come to Worship 

Worship Services 
Saturday: 5:00pm 
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00 and 10:30am  
Sunday School: 9:00 & 10:30am (Children and Adults) 

 

Voice Communication Plan  
Please email j_engelbrecht@msn.com by the 15th of 
the month prior to your desired publication date.  
Questions? Call Jeremy at (224) 475-8808. 

Small Group Opportunity 

Small group opportunity for a movie & dinner.  We 
will go to Lake Zurich theatre late afternoon for the 
movie The Shack, based on the book, and have dinner 
afterward to discuss the movie. Tentatively set for 
March 5.  For info call Karen Logan at 8475265845.  All 
are welcome.  

 

Housing First 

By the time you read this, we will have formally 
launched the Housing First initiative at Messiah.  Our 
goal is, in conjunction with the other WILMA 
(Wauconda Island Lake Ministerial Association) 
churches, to house at least one homeless person by 
Easter Sunday.  Your online donation of just $10 per 
month, when combined with everyone else’s dona-
tion, will forever improve the life of a chronically 
homeless person.  Our donations will be administered 
by P.A.D.S. Lake County.  To sign up, find the “Housing 
First” House in the Gathering Area, take a key tag with 
the instruction card and PRINT your name and contact 
info (e-mail or phone) on the corresponding line on 
the sign-up sheet (i.e. if you take key tag 48, you 
would print your name and contact information on 
line 48).  Later, follow the link provided on the instruc-
tion card to make your monthly donation on a secure 
website.  While we are asking for only $10/month per 
donor, please feel free to donate whatever your heart 
and your budget tell you.  If you would like to learn 
more about Housing First, please contact Candy Leon-
ard at 815-814-4960.  Thank you for your support. 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10151117552359442&set=a.445715029441.232731.118060469441&type=1


News 

MLPK 

Pastor Ben and Dawn explained the changes coming 
to Lent Wednesday night worship.  The “Holden 
Evening Prayer” will be replaced during worship with 
an evening prayer service called “Prayer Around the 
Cross.” The Lent drama be a new talk show called 
“What does it mean?” Come check this out during 
Lent.    

Also during Lent, the focus will be on two campaigns 
for those that are the most vulnerable:  Housing First 
and Refugee One.  

The Long Range Planning Committee will be focused 
on “Investing in People” for 2017 and continue to 
view the Messiah Facebook Page.  We are now nearly 
up to 500 likes.  

February not only brought wonderful weather, but also 
wonderful Valentine's Day parties! Thanks to our amaz-
ing room moms, our preschoolers had a fun time cre-
ating crafts, eating yummy snacks, and playing super fun 
games!  

Also in February we debuted a new Stretch and Grow 
enrichment class! The students enrolled in this class 
have really been having a great time learning all about 
how to Stretch their bodies and Grow their minds!  

Our Panhandler's fundraiser was a huge success! Thank 
you for those who purchased frozen pizza's to help raise 
funds for our school! And finally, please remember to 
get your tickets for the "do not miss" fundraising event 
of the year, Masquerade at the Mansion, and help raise 
money for the STEAM Lab, classrooms and Outdoor 
Playground! 

Stacie Carr 

scarr@mlpk.org  

Outdoor Beautification Committee 
You still have until March 8 to get your business, profession, or service represented in the Messiah Business Direc-
tory during our Cards for the Courtyard fundraiser.  The directory will be given to church and preschool members.  
All you need to provide is $40 and two business cards.  Those 17 and under will get a discounted price of only $25.  
Don’t have a business card?  We can design one for you at no charge.  Money raised will go toward landscaping 
the Courtyard.  Please contact me at the number listed below or any Outdoor Beautification Committee member.  

Vinnie Jordan 847-526-3316 

Outdoor Beautification Committee  

Pathway just hosted their Worship with Pathway event. 
We had a great turnout, thank you to everyone that 
attended. We enjoy sharing what we learn at Pathway 
with our friends and family. The kids did an outstanding 
job discussing the 10 Commandments and their im-
portance to our daily lives. We look forward to the sea-
son of Lent as we are able to worship each week with 
the congregation and small groups. 

This year’s mission trip is to Milwaukee, WI has filled all 
its spots! Our last Java with Jesus breakfast fundraisers 
was very successful! Our next breakfast will be April 2 
after all three services. We also have our Sponsorship 
Board up and running, so if you would like to sponsor a 
student attending the trip, please contact Kim. 

 

Kim Kroes 

Youth Director 

kim.kroes@messiah-wauconda.org  

Youth Updates 

Luke; and prayers.   

Some churches in large cities still practice these daily 
prayers all year long. Where this was too difficult, we 
developed the custom of bringing back evening pray-
er for Lent as a way to build up our faith and devo-
tion.   

Holden Evening Prayer follows the traditional pattern, 
and the new service will mostly do the same. But this 
new service has simpler songs that are meant to be 
picked up by ear and learned by heart, and it has a 
more extended time for prayer and candle-lighting 
around the cross. It is an invitation to pray more 
deeply, and to let the music of worship wash over us, 
and to let our minds escape the anxieties that we can 
feel both out in the world and at church. I’m looking 
forward to it, and I hope you will be with me as we 
open our hearts and our minds to the God who seeks 
us not only in what is familiar, but in what is new, and 
who speaks to us not only in songs and words but in 
silence and darkness, too.  

See you in church! 

Pastor Ben 

(Continued from page 1) 

Church Council 
February Council Highlights  

 

Council President Barry Polhemus introduced the new 
council members:  Stacie Carr, Dave Jarcik, and Roger 
Kroes. Erica Jawnyj, preschool director, gave us a 
presentation on the Preschool and Kindergarten plus 
the Before and After Care programs. Both are experi-
encing growth, with Before and After Care presently 
with a 20 student waiting list and the preschool has 
increased their enrollment 42% in the past year. She 
also touched on the Playground Certification from the 
Arbor Day Association, a partnership with the Mobile 
Therapy Center, and the STEAM program.    

The Worship Schedule Task Force Wants to Hear 
From You! Messiah is taking a fresh look at our Sun-
day schedule to determine if it best meets our needs 
for meaningful worship and community. Here’s how 
you can help: 1) be sure to fill out a survey in wor-
ship on February 26, or available in the Gathering 
Place March 1 and March 4 and online if you miss it, 
and 2) come to a town hall meeting on Sunday 
March 12 after each worship service to hear survey 
results and share your thoughts. Thank you!  

New for Mid-Week Worship in Lent: Prayer Around 
the Cross. We are trying something new and exciting 
for mid-week worship in Lent this year. Called Prayer 
Around the Cross, this service developed at Holden 
Village puts our candle-lit cross at the center of both 
the sanctuary and the service. The songs are simple 
and can be picked up by ear, and the service takes 
place in meditative darkness with plenty of time to, 
you guessed it, pray around the cross. Don’t miss this 
new and very powerful form of Lenten worship!  


